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THE ANTI-UNION. 

Thurfday, 27th, December 1798. Number L 



IF any of : you know caufe or juji' impediment why thefe two may not be lawfully joined 
(e together, let him now fpeak,. or elfe hereafter for ever hold his peace •>— this is the lafl 
« time of ajking." Prayer Book. 

« -For be ye well dffured, that fo many as are coupled together^ other wife than as God's 
" word doth allow, are not joined together by God, neither is their matrimony lawful". 

Ibid. 

A few loyal and literary men in London, cohfiderably checked the progrefs 
of French philofophy and. domeftic difaffe&ion, by joining it\ a Periodical Publication, 
called the Anti-Jacobin. 

This Work was written with much ability, and held- up the principles of difloyalty 
to conftant deteftation and ridicule. 

It is conceived by fome well-wilhers to Ireland, that the fuccefs of the Union^ now 
under difcufllon, is intimately connected with the triumph of Jacobinifm, Rebellion, 
and French Fraternity} and therefore, that every man who loves his King and Coun- 
try 13 bound tu counteract it oy aJj tile means fn his power. For this purpofe, a Pe-. 
nodical Paper, called the ANTI-UNION, will continue to be Publiflied three jimes 
jiweek, viz. every Tuefday, Thurfday, and Saturday, fo long as this fatal meafure is in 

agitation. ^. . 

K^ There is a Letter Box at the Publisher's Shop. 

JAMES MOORE, No. 45,- College-green; where all Communications from 

Correspondents will be received. 



To the PEOPLE of IRELAND. 

" ■ Sed vot, fi f«t ita corde voluntas, a f ter we jj' a d acquired it, gave to us unexampled 

Hocfopenujapn., Viw. /Boe. fib. «. prorper i ty) or whether our name is to be blotted 

Tout of the catalogue of nations, and our future 

HE palling raoment is the mod awful in happinefs be held as a boon. fr,om the bounty 

the hiftory of our country. A few weeks will of Great Britain. If ever there was an occa 

determine whether that Legiflative iniiepen- fion which imperioufly and folemnly demanded 

dence (hall continue, which, for fome time the interference of the people, it is the prefent. 



Every tie of public and private obligation, 
the love we owe to our country, the gratitude 
we owe to our anceftors, the regard we owe to 
our connections and ourfelves, the duty we owe 
to our pofk-rity, call on us to give the queftion 
which now agitates the national, mind, a deep 
and mature consideration, Such a queftion, 
on which depends, not merely our welfare, 
but our very exiftence, peculiarly requires the 
declaration of the public opinion. It behoves 
the Legiflators as well as the people, the go- 
vernors and the governed, that the public fen- . 
timent on this fubject be fully and unequivo- 
cally expreffed ; becaufe it may be queftioned, . 
whether fuch a meafure could "otherwife have 
a legitimate fan&ion or obligatory force., From 
the multitude of publications, which the prefs 
has already poured forth, we may derive, at 
lead, this confolation, that our recent cala- 
mities have not entirely fubdued our national 
fpirir, or reprefTed. the' freedom- pf political en-' 
quiry. We may congratulate ourfelves that 
the pVefs is ftill free, and before this organ of 
the public voice become filent' for ever, it 
fhould be employed in the public fervice. 
Under this impreffion, the- Editors have- un- 
dertaken to publjfh a'Periodical Paper, relating, 
entirely to the great queftion of an incorpo- 
rated Union with Englandl 

It is generally expected; that the Under-, 
takers of fuch aiWorkfhouldgive fome account 
of themfelves and their plan. As to ourfelves, 
we are perfons entirely difinterefted in the pre- 
fent queftion, except fo far as our country is 
interefted. As to our pojities, we are loyalifts 
and conftitutibnalifts ; we are Yeomen, ftill 
ready to fpill our blood in defence of a- limited 
monarchy, and the Britifh connexion. This we 
conceive to be a concife ftatement of the public 
principles of loyal Irifhmen, and thinking fo, 
we find ourfelves bound' by all: our obligations 
to thofe principles, to refift a meafure that 
would exchange a limited monarchy for a pro- 
vincial vice-royalty, and. the Britifh connexion 
for a flavifh annexation of our country to 
another or. which would precipitate us 
into* an unnatural ftruggle for feparation, 
anrf. oerhans. final! v. deftroy. both nations. 



As to the fcheme of this publication, there 
are a few proportions upon which we feel a 
conviction, that we hope to communicate to 
others. It appears to os demonftrable, that 
the late calamities of our country, have not 
flowed from the nature of our prcfent con- 
nexion with Great Britain ; that thefe cala- 
mities would probably have been greater, and 
lefs curable, had we, until this time, conti- 
nued in our former dependent ftate ; that' the 
connection pfopofed, in any poffible modifica- 
tion of it, mud; in fubfta,nce and effect, re- 
duce us to our former dependent condition, 
and that confequently while it holds out an 
ideal bond of amity and Union, it really and 
in effect teems with- principles' of repulfion and 
feparation. We conceive it follows as a necef- 
fary confequence, that this cannot be a mere 
queftion of terms, and that the introduction 
of the meafure fhould, in its outfet, be com- 
batedi by every intellectual refiftance, which 
may have any. chance of repelling fo monftrous 
an innovation. 



It is the defign of the- editors to contribute, 
their efforts to awaken and roufe the public 
mind to a fenfe of its danger — and 1 in purfuing 

ilitlr f>lau, tli^jr 4« ncit Hifrtain tO fblicit 

friendly affiftance ; nor fhall they .deem them- 
felves excluded from the ufe of any weapons 
which- the laws o£ literary controverfy war- 
rant.' Their firft endeavour fhall be, to con- 
vince the understanding of their country, by 
the- force of reafon and argument ; their 
fubordinate object- fhall be, to fecure friends, 
or encounter adverfaries, by the affiftance of 
wit, and fancy* and ridicule. It is unneceffary 
on fuch a fubject, to befpeak,the public atten- 
tion ;. and the editors confidently expect abun- 
dant literary communication. Indeed that in- 
tellect which has ever exercifed itfelf in consi- 
dering the courfe of human events, or in rea- 
soning on the concerns of human focietyi 
muffcbe funk in criminal apathy, if it refufes 
all its energy to fuch a queftion. Let no liberal 
mind hoard its literary talent, and • fordidly 
withhold what fhould receive public circu- 
lation. 



It is with unfeigned and heartfelt concern 
the editors forefee, that in the progrefs of 
their work' it will be neceflary to difcufs quefti- 
ons from which they would moft willingly ab- 
ftain. It is their comfort and confutation, 
that this is not a neceflity of their own cre- 
ating, but that it has been forcibly and wan- 
tonly impofed on them. Feeling as they do, 
that at thfi feafon their country required only 
repofe, they are aware how criminal they 
would be to Ihock and convulfe her frame, by 
the renovation of political conteft ; nor would 
they perhaps, at this time," encourage the pub- 
lic difcuffion of any queftion lefs important 
than that, which prefents to their native coun- 
try the alternative of exiflence or annihilation.. 

That queftion is now propofed— and among 
the novelties of "the day, it is perhaps not the 
lead furprifing, that the intended introduction 
of a political meafure is announced to the 
public, at lead without the difcountenance of 
government, in a publication which profefles 
to detail the advantages which may be expected 
to refult from carrying it into execution. Thus 
the controverfy has commenced in the Caftle, 
and it is but candid to acknowledge, that go- 
vernment has, by its example, invited a public 
and unreftrained invcftigatioii. If ilic cdicuis 
required any excufe for the honed: difcharge 
of what they conceive to' be . a facred duty, 
and the exercife of a conftitutional right — they 
would find it, if not in the invitation,- at leaft 
in the implied permiffion of the government. 
In availing themfelves of this invitation, and 
exercifing their Dirth-right of openly canvafling 
a public queftion, the editors will be equally 
folicitous to exprefs their fentiments with 
manly freedom, and to avoid the flighted in- 
fringement on the laws of the land. They 
too well know the excellence of thofe laws, 
and the admirable principles of our conftituti- 
on, not to hold them both in reverence— and 
their nabits of thinking lead them as much to- 
abhor the licentioufnefs of the Prefs, as to 
deplore and defpife itsflavery. They write not 
for literary fame ; -from this they are precluded 
by the nature of their publication. They wifli 
not to become the advocates or fomenters of 
fedition ; againft this they have before and are 



frill ready to bear arms. They harbour no re- 
fentment, and feel no eppofition againft go- 
vernment-. They have praifed its clemency, 
and fupported its rneafures — and while they 
difclaim every unworthy and dishonourable 
-feeling, it will not be imputed to the editors 
as too much arrogance to declare, that the mo- 
tive of their undertaking is a pure and difinte- 
refted defire to refcue from degradation and 
ruin, that country which they have ever che- 
riflied as their parent, and which contains all 
their prefent comforts, and their future hopes. 

It would be inconfiftent with the deftgn ant? 
limits of this introductory paper, to enforce 
any argument, or defcend to any detail 1 . There 
is, however, one topic on which we cannot re- 
frain from making a few obfervations. It has 
been fuggefted, that your prefent peculiar- 
condition, inftead of being ,a concl'ufive' argu- 
ment againft disturbing the tranquillity which 
you have but begun to enjoy, is the operating 1 
motive for introducing at this time the meafure 
which we deprecate. Without adopting this 
conjecture, it would be abfurd' to deny its pof- 
fibility,. and imprudent not to guard againft its 
ill confequences, if true. If a defign fo 
wicked and infidious lias' been in contempla- 
tion } If tne languor and lots of blood which- 
you fuffer from having fought the battles of 
the Conftitutiort and of your King ; if your 
prefent fatigue ana" apathy ; if your fear of 
infurrection, and horror of treafon ; if terror, 
proceeding from yoitr anxious loyalty, be the 
reafons for attempting to- cajole you out of 
your liberties — as you are reafonable men, 
with honourable and fpirited feelings, we im- 
plore you to cou nteract this deteftable project, 
— -oppofe it with your wifdom and firmnefs j 
carefully examine all the promifed advantages, 
and if malignant reports are iriduftrioufly circu- 
lated, and addreffed to your fears, let no un- 
becoming timidity prevent you from alTembling 
in your capacity of electors, aud inftructing 
your repreferitatives — it is a duty warranted by 
the law, and demanded by the conftitution. 

We are deeply and ferioufly convinced that 
there is no advantage promifed by the meafure 
of au incorporated Union with England, which 



an independent Irifh Legiflature is not fully 
competent to provide ; that in the furrender of 
ourdiftinft cxirtence, we gain little, and give 
all •, that the commercial advantage which may 
refult, is extremely problemetical, and if cer- 
tain, that the barter of conftitution for money is 
bafc and fordid traffic ; that the little we 
may gain, there can be no fecutity to preferve ; 
and that for national independence there can be 
no eaithly recompencc. We profefs at pre- 
fent only to hint our doubts, whether a Legif- 
lative Aflembly, deputed toenacT; laws, is com- 
petent to erafe the conftituent franchife, and by 
preventing the exiftence of any future diftincT: 
Lcgiflativc Body, to fubvert the Conftitution. 
Warmly,- but with becoming warmth, feeling 
as we do on this novel fubje&, it would bo 
grofs and culpable negligence, or defpicable 
timidity, to refrain from publishing and propa- 
gating our opinions. Whilft the prefent ne- 
ceflity exifts, we ihall be indefatigable. When 
the government of this country ihall have an- 
nounced to the people, that the mcafure of an 
incorporated Union with England was never in 
contemplation, or is abandoned, our public 
labours (hall ccafe, and we Ihall chcavfully re- 
turn to our private amttllmcnts and orcnp;>- 
tions. 

When the Emperor Galba was .about to re- 
sign into the handG of Pifo, the abfolute domi- 
nion of the profligate and degraded Romans, 
his oration, which was tho only folcmnity of 
transferring tho right of empire, concluded 
with thefe memorable words—** Imperaiurus 

at hfiminihut nut nsc t tit am fervituiem Mil toffuntt 



nee Mam lihsrtalm." Let us not, for our 
country's fake, let us not fubmit to that lad 
and mod opprobrious (lander, which even tho 
degenerate Romans did not deferve. Let it 
not be faid hereafter, that tha Conftitution of 
Ireland was fo vicious and corrupt, that it 
could not bear the flighteft infufton of liberty", 
and that the good of her people could only bo 
promoted by annihilating her independence. 



As in the difcuflion of fo intenfe a fubjett 
as the Union; the attention of the world is in 
danger of becoming fatigued from over- exer- 
tion, fome good-natured gentlemen have been 
fo kind as to invent feveral light and intereft- 
ing tales, for the relaxation of the public 
mind— we prefent our readers with a ihort lift 
of the principal 

LIES of the WEEK. 

i, The Ordnance was fet on fire by tho 
Rebels^ 
a. The Cuftom-houfe was blown up. . 
3. The Orangemen attacked the Cathulics in 
r.larcndon-ftreet Chapel, on Chriftmas-day. 
4. There was ahloody battle at Maynooth, 

, 5. There was to be a general maflaore tho 
night before Chriftmas»day. 

N. B. This laft He was fo well concerted as 
to impofo upon government, who in oonfe« 
quence thereof, doubled all the guards > and 
placed centinels onEffex-bridge, 



